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As regards the non-violent way of dealing with crime, it
may be pointed out that most of the serious crimes either relate
to property, or are assaults on women. So far as property is
concerned, the satyagrahi is inspired by the ideals of non-
possession and bread-labour and should own as little as possible.
In any case he should not possess more than what is necessary
for his moral, mental and physical wellbeing. To be rich amidst
grinding poverty is illegitimate and "Non-violence in the very
nature of things is of no assistance in the defence of ill-gotten
gains."127 If the satyagrahi looks upon some property as his
own, he may keep it only so long as the world allows him to
own it.128

Besides avoiding all violent defence of property, he should
seek no outside help, endure thieves and burglars, treat them
like erring blood-brothers and apply non-violence intelligent-
ly.129 Thus, doors may be left open and belongings so arranged
as to be easily accessible. Persuasion may be used, if there is
an opportunity. This uncommon kindness will, in an average
case, upset and agitate the thief. He will respond to the satya-
grahi's love and reform his ways. To meet the menace of thieves
and dacoits the satyagrahi should also go among, and cultivate
friendly relations with, the communities from which thieves and
dacoits generally come.130 He should win their confidence by
loving and selfless service and help to rehabilitate them by teach-
ing them honest ways of living.131

In case somebody seeks to deprive the satyagrahi of some
property which he holds as a trustee, his suffering will take a
different form. Instead of bearing the loss of property he will
put himself between the despoiler and his object and die, if
necessary, in the attempt to save it without using any violence.
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